
Now
120 years since Father George Hudson founded the
Society, our work has grown significantly.
We work across 17 projects and services, providing
care and support to over 7,000 people every year
so they can improve their quality of life.
This life-changing work is made possible thanks to
the con�nued support of people like you.

2010s
The Young at Heart
project opened, thanks to
a legacy gi�. St Vincent's
House opened, providing
supported living for
people with learning
disabili�es.
Collabora�ve work with
other agencies con�nued

to grow. Fa�ma House (with the Columban
Missionaries), Tabor House, and Sophia House
opened in Birmingham, helping some of the most
vulnerable people.
Father Hudson's Society relaunched as Father
Hudson's Care.
Began working with St Chad's Sanctuary, operated
the Embrace Project and started suppor�ng
community sponsorship programmes for refugees.

2000s
Brushstrokes Community Project was established.
St Joseph's Care Home and St Catherine's Bungalows
opened in new, purpose-built facili�es.
New Heights and Maryvale community projects
opened, and the Family Support Service launched,
working with schools in Stoke and North Staffordshire.

1990s
New Routes fostering service opened, finding foster
homes for children in the care of the local authority.
Father Hudson's Society started working with the
Infant Jesus Sisters to support Hope Community
Project in Wolverhampton.
St Catherine’s Day Service opened in the former
school building.

1970s & 1980s
Moved towards providing
adop�on rather than
residen�al care. The Homes
closed or were adapted to
provide care for people
with physical and learning
disabili�es. The nurses'
accommoda�on at St Gerard’s
hospital was adapted to provide care for the elderly.
Increased the support for people that had been
adopted or emigrated through the Society.
Flint House hostel for homeless people opened in
Stoke. The Sisters of Our Lady of Charity (now called
Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd) opened
the Anawim project in Balsall Heath, working with
vulnerable women.
The Rescue Society was renamed Father Hudson’s
Society in honour of its founder.

1902
Father George Hudson founded
the Diocesan Rescue Society to
protect and care for vulnerable
children. A legacy enabled him to
open a home to provide care and
shelter. In the decades that
followed, the Society ran Homes
and arranged adop�ons aimed at
giving children a be�er future.
It opened a school, hospital, and

educa�onal facili�es for children in its care, as well
as support and training for young people leaving
care of the Society. Supporters raised funds and le�
legacies to help pay for the children’s care.
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Looking back…
This year we are celebra�ng 120 years of Father Hudson’s Care. In this special edi�on of Reaching
Out newsle�er, we’d like to start by looking back at some of our milestones from 1902 - 2022.

120th Anniversary special edi�on
Reaching Out



Dates for your diary
• 2nd March: Launch of our Good Shepherd Appeal for primary schools.
• June: New Routes Fostering is celebra�ng its 30th birthday.
• October: Launch of our Walk a Mile appeal. Keep an eye out for updates later in the year.

What the future holds…
120 challenge
As we celebrate 120 years of caring for people in need, we are
invi�ng all our supporters to fundraise for us this year.
Could you set yourself a 120 challenge or make a dona�on? Every
pound raised helps us to sustain and develop our support for people
in need. To get involved, visit our JustGiving page:
www.justgiving.com/campaign/FHC120

Are you looking for
a new challenge in
the new year?

What can two pamphlets wri�en nearly 100 years ago by a
local Priest possibly have to say to us in our high-tech, media
rich, interconnected world of today? And why am I inspired
on a daily basis by one of these; his li�le-known pamphlet
called ‘Some Ideals’?
Why is this s�ll relevant, especially in a �me when our sense
of social jus�ce has been deepened over the last 100 years by
such a powerful body of Catholic social teaching and the
struggle of so many brave individuals and communi�es for
human rights all around the world?
In this pamphlet, focused on the care of children and young
people, he argues passionately for respec�ng children’s
freedom, including their right to privacy. He stresses the
importance of a�er-care and long-term rela�onships with
those whom we support. He advocates for the freedom of
thought, purpose and ac�on that good educa�on promotes,
and the right of all, especially those who experience poverty,

to be able to access it. And he insists upon
the importance of professional training
for staff, no�ng that having a religious
voca�on is a special gi�, but that all who
are involved in suppor�ng others need to
be trained in the most up-to-date
professional prac�ce. Finally, which everyone
who is blessed to have a decent home knows, that the
physical buildings that we transform into ‘home’ should be
built and maintained in such a way that respects the dignity
of those who dwell within them.
If we at Father Hudson’s can evidence in our work that these
values s�ll drive us, then Mgr. George Hudson will not have
composed his ‘Ideals’ in vain. The second pamphlet, ‘the
Greatest love’, I will speak about next �me and therefore hold
you in suspense.

Andy Quinn, CEO Father Hudson’s Care
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The final word - a message from our Chief Executive

As we begin a new year, if you
want a new challenge we have
great opportuni�es for you.
We are running a recruitment
drive across our adult social care
team in Coleshill. Care assistants
and support workers make a real
difference to people every day, offering the right care and
support to ensure residents and tenants can live fulfilling,
ac�ve and happy lives of their choosing.
We offer compete�ve pay, training, and friendly, suppor�ve
working condi�ons. Visit our website to find out more
about these opportuni�es or call 01675 434000.
As part of its 30th birthday celebra�on, New Routes
fostering is seeking foster carers to support children and
young people on their path. Foster carers can offer safety
and support through difficult �mes. With full training and
ongoing support, New Routes provides support every step
of the way. To learn more, call New Routes on 01675
434025 or visit www.foster-carers.org.uk.

Managers recognised
for service in
Queen’s honours
Two of Father Hudson’s
managers have been
recognised in the New Years
honours for their services
to others.
Dave Newall, Manager of
Brushstrokes Community
Project and Eddie O’Hara,

Family Support Service manager, have been awarded
Bri�sh Empire Medals.
Dave was nominated for his service to asylum seekers,
refugees and migrants, while Eddie received his award for
services to children and families.
Dave, who described himself as humbled by the resilience
of those he works with, said: “For me, that someone sees
fit to recognise that service to asylum seekers, refugees
and migrants is worthy of this award gives me hope that
a new narra�ve around migra�on is possible, built upon
acts of kindness and compassion by local people and
communi�es.”


