
Reaching Out 
Your supporter news from Father Hudson’s Care Easter 2022 

Coming home to St Joseph’s 
It was a joyous occasion at St Joseph’s Care Home on 
Monday 4 April, as the home officially re-opened one of 
its four wings. 

During the pandemic, the Ruby wing was transformed into 
a Covid-secure place for people to self-isolate under the 
care of a small group of staff. It was also used for respite 
and to allow people to self-isolate when they first moved 
to the home.   

The staff on Ruby wing welcomed their residents home in 
a small opening ceremony attended by staff, residents, 
family members, and Coleshill Town Mayor. 

Care Lead, Sharon Lavelle, said: “Today’s the start of the 
future. We’re all excited. And I know the team is looking 
forward to meeting new residents, giving them all our 
love and care and for the existing residents to continue 
with their journey at St Joseph’s.” 

Mayor Caroline Symonds said: “This is a proud occasion 
and I feel honoured to be part of that. One of the things 
that's touched me most is talking to the residents and 
families about what it means to them to be part of this 
family here, because that's what it is. It's not just a care 
home. It's this, sincere love that you really feel that when 
you come here.” 

Len, who is one of the first people to move back to Ruby 
wing, cut the ceremonial ribbon together with the Mayor. 
The celebrations continued with a buffet and cakes 
provided by the chef, Dejan, and catering staff.  

To find out more about care available at St Joseph’s, 
contact Shelley Perryman on 01675 434559 or email 
shelleyperryman@fatherhudsons.org.uk. 

Len, Caroline and Sharon 

Growing a community with Young at Heart 

By Bonnie Miles, Befriending Coordinator,  
Young at Heart  

The Young at Heart project in North 
Staffordshire is creating a community garden 

to reach out to older people and to benefit others who 
may be experiencing social isolation and loneliness. We 
want to encourage people back into the community and 
to improve older people’s mental health and wellbeing by 
working together and making friends outdoors. We’re 
currently laying a pathway and rotavating the ground so 
we can set up raised beds, vegetable trugs and a talking 
bench so people who visit can sit and talk the day away. 

The first thing you notice when you come to our garden is 
the peacefulness and the sounds of nature, it truly is our 
little haven. 

We’ve had great help from Groundwork West Midlands 
and their team Eleanor Hervieu, Tom, Jordan and Andy. 
Groundwork also recruited volunteers, Sam, India and 
Andrea, and have been so helpful and kind. They provided 
us with tools for a working party day as well as invaluable 
advice and ideas. Daniel Lane, the allotment officer from 
Stoke on Trent City Council, has linked us with other 
organisations and community gardens that could help and 
giving us advice on ways to improve our garden. 

Our lead volunteer, Tony, has been the soul of our service. 
He has helped immensely with building the fence, gate 
and the talking bench to fixing the shed windows and 
making them secure. I don’t know where we would be 
without Tony. I’d like to thank everyone who has been 
involved - you have paved the way to helping the most 
vulnerable and your efforts will not go unnoticed. 

If you would like to volunteer or want more information, 
contact me on 01782 269990, 07467-062139 or email 
bonniemiles@fatherhudsons.org.uk. 
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Good Shepherd Appeal 
Primary school children across the Archdiocese have been 
getting behind our annual Good Shepherd Appeal. 

School and Parish Engagement Officer, Margot Scotford, 
described getting back into schools in person as 
wonderful. She said, “Everyone has been so welcoming 
and keen to support us. And the children have been 
brilliant. I’ve talked to them about our 120th anniversary 
and they’ve really enjoyed learning about Father Hudson - 
finding out he was a real person that cared about looking 
after children, and he started this amazing work that 
continues today through our charity.” 

It wasn’t easy listening to Pope Francis’s Easter message. 
He told it as it is. And as it is, is scary. War, violence, 
cruelty and mistreatment of our brothers and sisters.  
And yet he framed it within the crucified and risen  
Christ’s reassuring greeting - ‘peace be with you’; His 
repeated plea for peace and the right ordering of  
human relationships.  

Coming into work this morning there was an email letting 
me know that the first two refugee families seeking to 
come to the Archdiocese from Ukraine were ready to 
begin the journey towards safety. And this safety is being 
offered by individuals and families from around the 
Archdiocese who have generously opened their homes to 
those whom they regard as brothers and sisters.  

At Father Hudson’s we have been 
privileged to work with the 
Archdiocese, and the Catholic 
Ukrainian communities within it, to 
enable this welcome.  

Welcome and peace are what we 
offer in all our services: to older 
people, those who experience disability, asylum seekers 
and refugees, those who are homeless, and children, 
young people and their families in need of support.  

I thank you for the part you play in this through your 
generosity. If you wish to know how your donations are 
used, please read the stories in this Easter newsletter. 

Andy Quinn, CEO Father Hudson’s Care 

The final word - a message from our Chief Executive 

St Catherine’s Bungalows mark 

milestone anniversary 
This year St Catherine’s Bungalows celebrate their 20th 
anniversary. Opened in 2002, the Bungalows were 
specially designed to cater for adults with complex care 
needs. Replacing two older facilities, they allow people to 
live more independently while having the support they 
need to do so. 

The opening was described as the start of a new era. And 
the last twenty years have been full of exciting 
adventures, as well as enabling residents to lead more 
independent lives of their choosing. 

To celebrate the anniversary, people living at the 
Bungalows held a ceremony in which they planted a 
cherry tree, creating a natural legacy that will last for 
years to come. They released balloons, one for each 
resident past and present and for staff that have passed 
away. They also have a time capsule, which parents are 
writing memories for, to be buried at a later date. 

The day the Bungalows opened and the 20th anniversary event. 


