
A welcome from our Chief Executive, Andy Quinn 

Reaching Out Advent 2020 

I dare to say I wish you a joyful 
Christmas. This year, many families 
have been affected by illness and 
death, unemployment and difficult 
times so you may wonder how can I 
use the word joyful.  

For all of us in times of crisis, we 
hold onto and value, even more, that 
which can give joy—our relationships, 
our families, our faith, our trust in the 
goodness of others. For most people, 
the Christmas period hopefully will 

allow us to draw joy from all of these. 
For Christians it is also a time of deep 
wonder and awe—that God was 
prepared to entrust Jesus into our 
care to share in all the vulnerabilities 
that life would bring, and God was not 
afraid of poverty.  

Christ’s message would carry little 
ongoing power if he had lived a life of 
privilege and yet His voice is heard as 
clearly today as ever and will continue 
to be. My hope is that His voice will 

continue to be 
heard through 
the staff and 
volunteers and 
supporters of 
Father Hudson’s 
and that the 
sound of that voice will be one of joy 
to those whom we meet.  

Thank you for your unfailing 
support—it is this that enables our 
work to continue and to flourish. 

Since the last edition of Reaching Out, 
staff at St Joseph’s Care Home, 
Coleshill, have continued to offer the 
highest quality care to residents and 
their family members.  

Each member of staff, from the 
frontline workers to those whose work 
is mostly behind-the-scenes, remains 
dedicated to ensuring residents are 
happy, healthy, safe and well. The new 
cameras and screens installed 
throughout the home are enabling 
residents to join in with Mass and 
activities from their lounges.  

The chef and kitchen staff have 
provided numerous parties and 
themed food and drink. Events have 
included parties, cocktails, cream teas, 
and Sunday afternoon treats.  

For one resident’s 90th birthday, the 

chef provided a beautiful cake and 
party platter for her to enjoy with 
her fellow residents. Carers put on 
dancing and activities and the 
birthday girl had a great time.  

Staff have brought their dogs in 
to provide pet therapy. Residents 
have enjoyed having their nails 
done and  visiting the salon for a 
new ‘do’. And they have had fun 
taking part in the many activities 
that the staff put on. Games, exercises, 
cake decorating, arts and crafts, 
dancing, and flower arranging are just 
a few of the activities that take place 
regularly in the home.  

Residents also received a donation of 
olive crosses from the Holy Land, sent 
by the Memory Box Café in Solihull.  

Despite the pandemic, the team 

have also been able to welcome new 
people to the home. Some have 
stayed for respite, and others have 
moved in permanently. Shelley, the 
registered manager, is also offering 
virtual tours to people interested in 
finding out more about the care 
provision. Anyone interested can 
contact Shelley on 01675 434559. 

Caring continues at St Joseph’s Care Home 

Residents watch Mass streamed 
from St Joseph’s chapel 

Alan enjoys a cream scone and cocktail Jean flower arranging Vera celebrates her birthday 

 Celebrate with us 
We are delighted to inform you 
that our annual Advent Service 
will take place on Tuesday 15th 
December at 11.30am led by 
Archbishop Bernard Longley to  

be held at Sacred Heart & St 
Teresa's Church in Coleshill.  

Due to social distancing 
guidelines the service will not be 
open to the public, but we are 
looking at providing an online  

version for people to watch and 
join in. If anyone is interested in 
being part of this please email  
eloisedavidson@fatherhudsons.org.uk 
and we will send you further 
information. 

mailto:eloisedavidson@fatherhudsons.org.uk


New Routes seek foster carers 

Our New Routes fostering service has 
launched a recruitment drive, seeking 
people interested in becoming a 
foster carer. Fostering offers children 
and young people stability and 
security when they are unable to live 
with their birth families. Carers 
provide alternative family care where 
they can feel valued, respected and 
cared for. Our foster carers are 
greatly valued and highly respected. 

New Routes offers in-depth training 
and support for those who are just 
starting out and for long-term foster 
carers. They have regular support 
groups, an out-of-hours telephone 
helpline, and provide ongoing support 

for birth children.  
Foster carers receive an allowance 

to cover the cost of caring for a 
child, as well as paid respite, annual 
loyalty bonus and membership of 
Foster Talk. As New Routes is a small 
team, they get to know all their 
foster carers, children and young 
people personally so they can offer 
individual help and guidance. They 
organise regular social events, which 
are a great opportunity to get together 
with other foster families in a relaxed 
and supportive atmosphere.  

To become a foster carer, you must 
be over 21, have a spare bedroom, and 
be committed to supporting children 

and young people. You’ll need to be 
motivated, resilient and able to keep 
up. We particularly welcome enquiries 
from people who can care for siblings, 
older children and teens.  

To find out more about fostering, call 
New Routes on 01675 434025, or visit 
www.foster-carers.org.uk. 
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Get in the festive spirit at our Christmas Fayre 

You are invited to join us at our virtual 
Christmas Fayre on 13 December from 
12 noon. The event will take place 
online on our Facebook event page. To 
sign up, go to www.facebook.com/
fatherhudsons and look at our 
upcoming events. Throughout the 
afternoon we will have music videos 
and performances, Christmas crafts, 
competitions and stalls. Join us on 
Facebook on the day from the comfort 
of your home.  

Competitions will be announced 
shortly and will be open in the run-up 
to the event. Winners will be judged on 
the day by voting. Do you have the 
most festive Christmas jumper? Pay a 
small donation, post a picture and let 
voting commence! 

If you can donate a prize for the 
raffle or competitions, please email 
helenmccarroll@fatherhudsons.org.uk. 
Vouchers would be useful as they are 
easy to post, but if you have something 

else to donate please do get in touch. 
We would love for you to join us. 

Family support service continues to adapt 

When the first lockdown ended, 
Family Support Workers once again 
had to adjust to another new way of 
life. Since March, they had supported 
families remotely, delivered food 
parcels and activity packs, and carried 
out doorstep visits to check on 
vulnerable children and young people. 

Daily life now features year group 
bubbles, one-way systems, staggered 
lunches, social distancing and other 
measures that keep everyone safe.  

Family Support Workers are still 
finding creative ways to give support 
as new rules continue to unfold. One 
offers ‘walk and talk’ sessions when 
the weather allows, while others have 
reduced the number of days they are 
in schools. Many have taken on 
additional families and all have said 
how much they value being able to 
offer face-to-face support once more. 

One worker said, “Being able to see 
the children and young people in 
person instead of via video link has 
been a massive highlight.” 

As Christmas approaches, we are 
grateful to those who support our 
Christmas Shine appeal, which 
provides presents for families 
identified by schools. However 
instead of giving presents, we have set 
up an Amazon Wishlist for people to 
buy items for vulnerable families. 

Christina Howkins-Griffiths, Family 
Support Worker in Banbury, said, 
“This year has been tough for 
everyone but families living through 
hardship have found this even more 
challenging with the risks of infection, 
loss of employment and not enough 
money to support themselves.  

“Christmas gifts and treats as well as 
food hampers go a long way to help 

families feel that they are being 
supported, valued and show that 
someone cares about them. They still 
worry about tomorrow and how they 
will manage but for one day they feel 
the warmth and joy of just being with 
their families at Christmas time.” 

If you would like to know more 
about the Family Support Service or 
have links with a school that you think 
might benefit from the service, please 
contact Rita Nag on o1675 434000 or 
ritanag@fatherhudsons.org.uk. 
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