Reaching Out
At this time of year we meditate
again on the profound influence one woman, Mary, has
had on the world. As we linger by the crib, we see that
she was the one chosen to give birth to the saviour, and
we know that she will still be there, at the cross, many
years later. She was always by his side.
This, therefore, is a fitting time to praise those women
who are there at the side of those in need when it
matters most.
I would like to draw attention to the Religious Sisters
with whom Father Hudson’s has the privilege to work.
Some will know Sister Xavier here in Coleshill, who has
done so much over so many years. You will see below the
difference Sisters have made to Sophia House: Sister
Charlotte, Sister Margaret and Sister Marjorie, hailing
from different congregations but drawn together in care.
This year we have received great support from Sisters
Rosemary, Jenny and Josephine – their congregation not
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only supports Anawim but is
also supporting Brushstrokes
and Sophia House.
For many years we have
worked with Sister
Margaret, a prophetic voice
in the Diocese for the
importance of ‘welcoming
the stranger’. Below you will
read about our closer
involvement and support for St Chad’s Sanctuary.
We have just welcomed two new Sisters to join our
resident Sister at St Joseph’s – although they are coming
into our care we know that they will be bringing so much.
Their presence will be a blessing.
Finally I know that there are many Sisters involved in
Tabor House and other projects. We thank you for the
graces you bring.
Andy Quinn, Chief Executive

New Heights becomes fully independent
In January 2019, New Heights Warren
Farm, a longstanding partner of
Father Hudson’s Care, is becoming
fully independent.
Based in Kingstanding, Birmingham,
New Heights runs activities to reduce
isolation and overcome barriers that
local people face. Their community
café and St John’s Centre offer places
to meet and socialise, as well as
hosting activities and services run by
New Heights and other organisations.
Over the last fourteen years, Father

Hudson’s has provided the
professional support needed to
see the project through good
times and bad.
New Heights are now in a
strong enough position to
become fully independent.
While sad to say farewell, we
are pleased to have worked with
New Heights over the years, as the
project flourished and grew. We will
maintain links by co-ordinating
activities with nearby Maryvale

Community Project and through the
Caritas Archdiocese of Birmingham
network. We wish New Heights every
success for the future.

A warm welcome at
Sophia House

Brigid’s Catholic Parish; and
Father Hudson’s Care.
Newly opened Sophia House recently After opening in September,
welcomed its first guest. The project Sophia House welcomed its
provides a welcoming and supportive first tenant in October. Since
home for female refugees who are at the new guest moved in, the
risk of becoming homeless.
Sisters have visited every day
It is upheld by its founding partners: to keep her company and
the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of
ensure she gets the support
the Good Shepherd; Our Lady and St she needs.

Volunteers lend a hand at St Joseph’s Care Home
Two groups of volunteers from Balfour Beatty and VINCI spent time at
St Joseph’s this month decorating the chapel for those who live at the home.
As part of their corporate volunteering scheme, the volunteers spent their time
repainting the chapel to improve it for residents.
It is part of a refurbishment that is breathing new life into the chapel, offering a
quiet, contemplative place for residents.

Fun and fundraising on the menu at the 115th Annual Ball
Join a night of dinner and dancing at
the 115th Annual Fundraising Ball in
aid of Father Hudson’s Care.
The ball will take place on 26 January
2019 at the National Conference
Centre in Solihull. With live music
from the Marmites, silent auction,
three-course dinner and dancing, plus
a range of fundraising activities, it
looks set to be an enjoyable night.
Each year a committee of volunteers
organise the event in aid of our work.
It is one of the oldest volunteer-led
fundraising balls and we are grateful

for their continued support.
The 2018 ball raised over £7,000 for
vulnerable children and young people,
and adults who need support to live
independently. The committee are
hoping that next year’s event will be
bigger and better. It is again
supporting two areas of our work:
equipping the Family Support Service
to better assist children and young
people who are experiencing
work with vulnerable people.
adversity, and developing community
Tickets cost £40 and are available by
fundraising to make it easier for
calling 01675 434059 or e-mailing
individuals and groups to support our fundraising@fatherhudsons.org.uk.

BII ho-ho-holds charity fun run
On Sunday 25 November over 120 runners and walkers descended on
Birmingham’s Sutton Park to take part in the Birmingham Insurance
Institute’s (BII) Santa Dash, covering five or ten kilometres in aid of
Father Hudson’s Care.
Ra’chael McNamara, president of the BII, chose Father Hudson’s Care
as her charity of the year after visiting Coleshill and being impressed by Ra’chael McNamara
the inclusive nature of our work. The run is one of several events taking with Paul Reynolds of
place over the year, including a fundraising pool tournament and a
New Routes Fostering
treasure hunt.

St Joseph’s welcomes Sue home
St Joseph’s Care Home
recently welcomed Sue
Taylor as the new deputy
manager. It’s not the first
time, however, that Sue has
worked at the home.
Sue began working in care
in the mid-nineties, when
she got a job at St Joseph’s
as a relief worker. She
became a care assistant and

rose to assistant manager.
She recalls when the new
building was opened back in
2002, saying “I worked on
Topaz Wing and was there
to welcome the very first
resident from outside Father
Hudson’s.”
In her time away from St
Joseph’s, Sue worked in a
private care home, for a
charity and in a hospital.
When she saw the deputy
manager post advertised at
St Joseph’s, Sue felt it would
be good to come back. She
said, “There are lots of new
faces, but some familiar
ones too. It feels like I’ve
come home.”

Parishes provide
crucial support
On 22 and 23 September,
churches across the
Archdiocese held a second
collection at Mass to raise
funds in aid of Father
Hudson’s Care.
The annual collection
helps sustain all areas of
our work. Thanks to this
and other support, Father
Hudson’s Care can
continue helping people in

need across our diocese.
Gifts from parishioners
may help us care for
someone with a disability
or an older person living
with dementia; they may
help an isolated person
feel less lonely; or help
our community projects
reach out to people
experiencing homelessness
and destitution.
They could provide
someone with food and
warm clothing; help
families experiencing
problems; or help someone
separated from their birth
family to trace their roots.
On behalf of those we
serve, thank you.

Father Hudson’s partners with St Chad’s Sanctuary
Father Hudson’s Care has partnered with
St Chad’s Sanctuary, which works with the Infant
Jesus Sisters, the Salvation Army and the
Archdiocese of Birmingham to provide clothes,
food, welfare information and English classes for
Contact us: 01675 434000
Find us on
enquiries@fatherhudsons.org.uk www.fatherhudsons.org.uk
St George’s House, Gerards Way, Coleshill, Birmingham B46 3FG

refugees and asylum seekers in Birmingham.
Father Hudson’s is pleased to work in
partnership with the project, where it will provide
HR, recruitment and management support, and
deal with governance.
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