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Chief Executive’s introduction

Donation, donation, donation—from the Latin for gift.
Whatever each one of us has, comes with the freedom to
Location, location, location;
share that with others if the need is there. I have to share
vocation, vocation, vocation;
with you that the need at Father Hudson’s for financial
donation, donation, donation.
support has never been greater. We have over the last few
When you read about the summer fête held in the
years tried to respond to every request for new work we
grounds of St Joseph’s Care home and St Catherine’s
have received at a time when local authorities and central
bungalows, you may be able to picture what a glorious
government assist our work less and less.
location the residents have been gifted with. When any of This may seem to some to be foolish but I believe it is the
their families or friends visit I have no doubt they are as
foolishness of the gospel that has driven us on. I sign every
impressed as I am each day I walk through the grounds. So thank you letter for the donations we receive and never
too for the clients who use the Day Service and the
cease to be amazed at the remarkable generosity I
tenants in St Vincent’s apartments. We are indeed blest. witness. This year we are having to take difficult decisions
To work well at Father Hudson’s it is necessary to have a to ensure that our services continue to be there for those
sense of vocation. What we expect, what families expect, who need them. Can I please ask you, if you are in a
and what clients expect, is demanding and rightly so. We position to do so, to support us to lessen the impact of
cannot claim to be an expression of Christ’s love for those these decisions. Thank you.
who are vulnerable if we cannot respond every day in a
Andy Quinn
way that they find helpful.

Shirley school supports homeless people
Mr Ben Taylor, Headteacher of Our
Lady of the Wayside Catholic Primary
School, writes:
Since October 2017, a group of Year
6 children from Our Lady of the
Wayside Catholic School have been

Brushstrokes joins
national project

knitting scarves in support of Tabor
House. The group of children involved
are all members of Our Lady of the
Wayside’s Mini-Vinnies group,
the junior section of the St Vincent de
Paul Society (SVP).
The ‘Knit and Natter Project’ began
with Our Lady of the Wayside
parishioners visiting the school to
teach the children how to knit.
Following this, the children
undertook weekly visits to a Solihull
residential home where they knitted
and had a good old natter with
residents. For many of the older
people, this was the first time they
had chatted with children for a
number of years. The project ended

destitution and poverty.
Many asylum seekers become
homeless and unable to feed and
Brushstrokes Community Project is
joining a new national programme to clothe themselves and their families.
The Early Action Charter for People
stop people in the asylum system
Seeking Asylum Programme will help
falling into crisis.
people earlier in their asylum
Thanks to funding from the
journey. It will help them understand
National Lottery, together with
capital raised by Refugee Action, nine and avoid common crisis points.
frontline organisations are embarking Brushstrokes are pleased to get
involved with an influential
on a new venture that will help
programme that hopes to bring
prevent people falling into

with a visit to Tabor House itself
where the children presented their
completed scarves and had the
opportunity to see the facilities and
ask questions. While the guests will
not need the scarves at the moment,
they will be most welcome during the
colder winter months.
about long term change for people in
need.

All the fun of the fête at Father Hudson’s
On 21 July, crowds gathered in
Coleshill at Father Hudson’s annual
summer fête.
Visitors enjoyed a wide variety of
stalls selling food and handmade
crafts, or putting on games and
competitions. These were run by
people from across Father Hudson’s
as well as businesses who made a
donation in return for their pitch. The
bottle tombola and Brushstrokes’
curry stall were great hits.
Andrew Penny, Domiciliary Care
Manager, arranged a football match
with Coventry City’s Disability Team.
Like last year, the match went to

penalties but this time Father
Hudson’s won the day.
St Joseph’s Care Home opened
its gardens to host a barbecue
while two singers entertained
guests. Staff from St Catherine’s
St Joseph’s opened its garden up to guests
Day Service, New Routes
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fostering and the Volunteering
mentioned what a happy day it was.
team were on hand to answer
Days like this, that are so well
questions, and managers from St
planned and bring such joy, do not
Joseph’s gave tours of the Home.
The event was highly enjoyable, and happen by chance. I want to thank all
those who came and brought their
offered a chance for residents,
families, and those who made
friends, colleagues and the
it possible for our tenants, residents
community to come together.
and clients to have such a great day.”
Andy Quinn said, “Many people

St Catherine’s celebrates
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In July, the sun shone on St Catherine’s Bungalows as the
staff threw a tea party for residents and their families.
Many people dressed up in 1940s outfits for the event.
There were smiles all round as residents got together with
their families and friends to enjoy an afternoon of live
music and dancing, as well as afternoon tea.
The event was a wonderful opportunity for people to get
together and have fun with family and friends. It was greatly enjoyed by all.

Volunteers make a
difference

how they feel a session has gone. The
system has been successful in allowing
attendees to give quick and honest
Running social groups, gardening,
driving and mentoring are examples of feedback and helped the project
the diverse roles volunteers carry out understand how people feel about
the groups they attend.
for Father Hudson’s across the
Archdiocese. This issue we’re shining a In Coleshill two groups of young
people volunteered as part of their
spotlight on just some of the many
people who give their time every day National Citizen Service. One group
supported residents at St Joseph’s
to support Father Hudson’s and our
Care Home to make crafts and put on
community partners.
accessible sports and games at St
In Staffordshire, Young at Heart
volunteer Yvonne developed a simple Catherine’s Day Service. Lynda, from
way for clients to give their opinion on St Catherine’s Day Service, said it
was “a very well-prepared activity,
adapted perfectly for the needs of
our service users.”
The second group also visited St
Joseph’s, where they helped
residents to paint stones. They then
used these to decorate Bungalow
Two’s garden, where they had spent
the day painting woodwork and
planting seeds.
Sonia Nakra of The Challenge, who
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helped organise the volunteers, said,
“The team were ecstatic when they
came back to the college and said they
had had a fantastic time.”
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