Reaching Out
“To have done the best of things in the
worst of times and hoped them in the most calamitous” these are words from the 17th century, spoken during the
civil war. The speaker built a new church at a time when
Cromwell was destroying churches throughout England. For
his foolhardiness he was imprisoned. Cromwell's view was
how could he find money for this purpose, rather than
building new ships for the Navy?
We too live in calamitous times and, working with others,
have the courage to start new work when so many good
services are being closed. In September the new night shelter

Tabor House will open. The building will be ready but we
need many, many volunteers. Could you be one?
Twenty five years ago Father Hudson's opened New Routes,
its specialist fostering service, which is rated Outstanding by
Ofsted. On 2 July we will celebrate this vital service for young
people, with an event for current carers and children placed
with the project, also ex-carers, young people previously
placed with our carers, ex-staff members, panel members
and trustees. Keep them and us in your prayers.
Thank you for all your support. Without it little would be
possible.
Andy Quinn, Chief Executive

Birmingham unites
to help the homeless

period before expanding to 15 beds. Two
Project Co-ordinators will manage a team
of volunteers providing hospitality,
In September Birmingham’s only
mentoring and befriending to meet guests’
permanent night shelter, Tabor House,
practical and emotional needs.
opens its doors to homeless adults.
Tabor House is a collaboration between
As well as shelter, Tabor House will
corporate
philanthropists, the Archdiocese
provide support to get people off the
of Birmingham, Midland Heart, Father
streets. Experts, partners and volunteers
Hudson’s, the SVP, Housing Justice, Irish in
will offer befriending and mentoring,
Birmingham and committed volunteers.
advising guests on how best to engage
with support services, leading to long term We are holding a volunteering open
evening on 13 July. Please contact Christy
accommodation and independent living.
Acton on 01675 434064 to find out more.
Tabor House will start by offering
six beds for a sixmonth trial

Family fun at summer fête
On 24 June people from Coleshill and
further afield joined the fun at the second
annual Father Hudson’s Summer Fete.
Coleshill’s new Mayor, Tony Battle,
opened the event, helped by the Coleshill
Carnival Court. The packed day included
children’s games put on by 1st Coleshill
Guides, a bouncy castle, a visit from a Fire
Service, live music, a DJ set from Cllr Peter
Fowler and a dancing competition.
Andrew Penny, manager at St Vincent’s
House, arranged a football match against
Coventry City Disability Team, which the
visitors won on penalties.

Summer 2017

Father Hudson’s staff and volunteers
from across the diocese ran stalls and
games and provided refreshments. Child
1st Day Nursery and Coleshill Drama Group
also had stalls. The Adult Care Team were
our hosts, with the festivities reaching
from St Joseph’s garden, through to the
Day Service.
Father Hudson’s thanks everyone who
helped by donating items for the stalls,
baking cakes, lending equipment, donating
raffle prizes or giving their time on the day
to ensure the event went smoothly. And of
course thank you to everyone who came
along and helped make the fete a success.

St Peter’s First
School treat elderly
residents to concert

Residents of St Joseph’s Care
Home enjoyed a concert in their
living room when a group of
schoolchildren came to visit.
The children travelled to
Coleshill from St Peter’s Catholic
First School in Bromsgrove to
entertain the people living at St
Joseph’s. They sang a variety of
hymns to delighted residents and
staff.
They also took part in flower
arranging with the residents,
creating some lovely displays.
Arranged by the Deputy Head,
Sarah Colclough, the visit gave
the children the opportunity to
see first hand some of the work
of the Adult Care team and to
show their support by putting on
an enjoyable event. St Joseph’s
hopes to welcome more schools
after the summer holidays.

Hope Boys’ Club get
their kicks with
Shoppers have helped Young at Heart Liverpool FC
Shoppers help
gardening project grow

win a £5,000 grant through Tesco’s
Bags of Help funding initiative.
The grant will be used for Young at
Heart's Community Gardening
scheme, which sees volunteers visit
older people who struggle to
maintain their gardens.
As well as help with gardening tasks
the volunteers offer a friendly face to
chat to or share a cup of tea with.

A group of young people
from Hope Community Boys’
Club in Wolverhampton recently
enjoyed a packed day out in
Liverpool.
The group took in the sights of
the Albert Dock area and explored
Liverpool’s nautical heritage with a visit
to the Maritime Museum. They also
canoed at the Watersports Centre.
They visited the FireFit Hub – a Super
Youth Zone that offers sports, music and
culture. Here they took a tour and
enjoyed a Premier League Kicks session
provided by the Liverpool Football Club
(LFC) Foundation and Merseyside Fire
and Rescue staff.
Gary Oakford, Group Manager at
Merseyside Fire and Rescue, said, “I am
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certain the highlight of the day were the
gift bags provided by LFC Foundation.
Two of the young people were awarded
additional prizes for effort and exemplary
behaviour. I’m certain they will have the
bragging rights with their Liverpool shirts
when they return to school.”
He said, “We hope to explore an
exchange visit to Wolverhampton later
this year and will be contacting
Wolverhampton FC Kicks programme to
enable young people from different
communities to meet through sport.”

Schoolchildren celebrate fundraising efforts
In May and June, schoolchildren and
students from Catholic schools across
the diocese came together to
celebrate their Lenten fundraising
efforts for Father Hudson’s Care.
The seven Good Shepherd Masses
mark the end of the Good Shepherd
and Walk a Mile in their Shoes appeals,
which teach children and teenagers
the virtue of putting their faith into
action and helping others.

At the Masses, representatives from
each school take part in a procession
and present their collections to a
diocesan bishop. They sing songs of
celebration and hear from Andy Quinn
about Father Hudson’s and what their
contribution means to the people we
support.
Thank you to everyone who
supported the appeals and those who
helped the Masses go smoothly.
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