Reaching Out
I never thought I would be quoting
Richard Gere; in a challenging interview
about his new film on homelessness, the interviewer
questioned the value of giving to someone who may
misuse the gift. His response was simple: “the
compassionate moment matters more.”
In this Year of Mercy, Father Hudson’s Care, at the
invitation of the Archbishop, has become heavily involved
in two new projects: the Rough Sleepers project, detailed
below, and Fatima House. The latter is a project based in
the centre of Birmingham, where the Archdiocese has
committed a former presbytery to be used as
accommodation for nine destitute asylum seeking women.
The generosity of the parish priest and the parish has been
supported by that of the Columban Missionaries and
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Father Hudson’s Care. The initiative of Caritas Archdiocese
of Birmingham has driven this forward.
Our hope is that this new project will one day receive the
kind of praise for quality and commitment that our St
Catherine’s service for adults with complex disabilities has
just received from the Care Quality Commission (CQC).
The CQC report quotes a family member saying, “I could
not compare this to any other place I have seen. I would
never have my child leave this place. She’s just so happy
here. The staff, the things she gets to do. The way it is run.
There is not one point I don’t like.”
It is your generosity that helps Father Hudson’s become
involved in projects like Fatima House and to run projects
like St Catherine’s. Thank you for believing the
compassionate moment matters more.
Andy Quinn, Chief Executive

Social care guided by Christ, upheld by your Alms
Think back to your schooldays and you
may recall taking home collection
boxes during Lent to collect coins for
Father Hudson’s. The iconic Good
Shepherd boxes have long been a
staple of Lenten celebrations at
Catholic primary schools throughout
the Archdiocese, and to this day they
remain a core fundraising activity.
Today, the boxes look a little different,
having been updated with a modern
design to match our new image. The
new look has been met with
enthusiasm from children and
teachers alike, who have responded
well to the updated design and the
positive message to children: “you can
make a difference.”
From January until the end of Lent,
School and Parish Fundraisers visit
over 100 schools to deliver assemblies

Photo credit: ‘Don’t just walk by’ by Matt Wilson.

Homeless people to
benefit from new project
Father Hudson’s Care has joined a
working group that is developing a

about the appeal. Margot Scotford,
Annette Thomas and Lucy Davis tell
children about our work with people
from all walks of life and show them
how their collections can help make a
difference to others.
As well as the Good Shepherd Appeal,
we appeal to local parishes to donate
their Lenten alms collection to help
support our work. Churches have
myriad demands on their funds,
including other good causes and their
own upkeep, but many generously
support us by displaying a poster and
card near the collection box to
highlight the request for almsgiving to
help vulnerable people.
Money raised from parishes is crucial
in ensuring we can continue our work.
Donations are used to help vulnerable
people through our adult care team,

New Routes fostering service, Origins
project, family support service, Young
at Heart in North Staffordshire and
through the community partners with
which we work.

new project in Birmingham to provide
emergency accommodation for
people with nowhere else to go.
Together with Caritas, Archdiocese of
Birmingham, the St Vincent de Paul
Society, Housing Justice and Phil Yates
from E H Smith Builders’ Merchants,
Father Hudson’s has been exploring
the need for emergency shelter for
vulnerable rough sleepers.
At the moment there are no
emergency shelters in Birmingham,
meaning people who find themselves
without a bed for the night can end up
on the streets, at the mercy of the

elements and criminal gangs. Having
somewhere to go in an emergency
can make all the difference, by giving
shelter and safety for the night.
Talking to homeless people in the city,
it became clear there was a need for a
shelter and that it would be well used.
The working group is now learning the
lessons from other night shelters
around the country, to make sure our
shelter is the best it can be to meet
the needs of local people.
If you would like to find out more
about the project, please email
enquiries@fatherhudsons.org.uk.

with people queuing for tickets all
night. Even the less desirable prizes
caused a stir—a huge cheer greeted
the winners of a pair of new brooms
as they returned to the Ball.
As tombola organiser Jimmy Spencer
said, “It’s all for a good cause and
whether you win or lose you feel
good that your money is going
towards much needed work to
improve lives and improve the
health and wellbeing of 32 disabled
people who use the Day Service.”
Helen Anson, manager at St
Catherine’s, spoke eloquently about
what the proposed work at the Day
Service would mean, saying that
staff aim to bring some magic into
the day of everyone who attends.
She said the improvements to the
garden and sensory room, the
purchase of new equipment and
refurbishments to the building
would enable them to achieve this
and much more.
Equally popular was Pez Anson
Photography. Pez took photos on
the night for people to take home
with them—a new feature for 2016.
More companies than ever before
supported this year’s Ball through
sponsorship and advertising. The
event programme provided an

excellent platform for local
businesses to support the Ball and
was larger than ever. Businesses
such as Walk On Flooring, The Upper
Crust sandwich bar, Funeral
Directors Gascoignes of Coleshill and
Fairway Training all took tables.
Other suppliers attended, including
Savona Provisions and Ambigas.
So with more people attending,
increased corporate support, new
and regular features and more
advertisers in the programme, the
evening is on target to set a new
fundraising record!

Edward’s Home in 1906—and the
rest is history.
Legacies are just as important now
as back then, ensuring the people
and institutions you care about, and
who may rely upon you, continue to
thrive after your passing.
Please consider leaving a lasting gift
to those in need by including Father
Hudson’s Care in your Will. Such gifts
Your legacy lives on
are especially valued and ensure we
Father Hudson’s Care would
can continue to help vulnerable
probably not exist had John and
people across the Archdiocese.
Emma Poncia not made a Will. Their Your gift will be used according to
posthumous gifts allowed Father
your wishes—perhaps to provide
George Hudson to set up St
care for the elderly and people with

disabilities, friendship for isolated
older people, relief for refugees and
asylum seekers, support for young
people and families experiencing
difficulties, or rewarding activities
for people with learning difficulties.
As a mark of appreciation, details of
those who leave a bequest are
recorded in a Book of Remembrance
kept in St Philomena’s Chapel on our
Coleshill site.
To find out more about including
Father Hudson’s Care in your Will,
please visit our website
www.fatherhudsons.org.uk or call
01675 434000.

Oh What a Night! 112th
Ball a successful night
of fun and fundraising
On 20 February over 300 people
slipped their dancing shoes on for
the 112th Annual Ball to raise funds
for much needed refurbishments at
St Catherine’s Day Service.
Local band The Marmites played a
variety of hits from across the years.
Love or hate yeast extract, the band
were definitely in the ‘love’ category
as the dancefloor was packed all
night, giving DJ Peter Fowler a hard
act to follow. But he rose to the
challenge magnificently, taking the
party on into the early hours.
The tombola proved to be a real
highlight of the evening, raising a
record of almost £2,000. Prizes such
as an Orla Kiely lady’s bike, jewellery
from WB The Creative Jewellery
Group and a large hamper of fruit
and vegetables created a real buzz,
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